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© Lair, an in every other code of juriſprudence, however, the letter 
it nay ordain the:ſpirit of it certainly is repugnant t the ad- 
1 en of proof, of ſuch a flimſy texture; Nor indegd is there a 
._ Hecelfity for General Courts Martial, to adopt: an- evidence, even-- 
_ tually filled with injury and injuſtice. Poſitive and direct teſti-- 
 mony, as T have already fail; is never found wanting at w-Military: 
Tein." Officers and' ſoldiers ate publie in their aQts.;=-=Theis 
crimes are generally notorious; and therefore, the eyes of the many 
anno büt be ſet upon their tran{preflions.” That Which a priſobere 
r hath beett Heard to *fayat a time antecedent to his com · 
miſſion of a hs, may be Tectived'as/evidenee'by.a'court,: ta:the - 
end, that it may invalidate” or cbnfirm the eee 
Vue in the courſe of his Proſecution and. defence. 408 rn 
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7 of infanity, and while the perſon bath libouredl, 
under the effects of the indiſpoſition,, exceptions have deen ad- 
mitted againſt him as a witneſs; although in his lucid intervals,. 
nuch during the:time of his underſtanding, his teſtimony hath been 
- yeceivetl 4. This like wiſe is a matter of weighty. conſideration, and. 
Mould be carefully attended to. Few men labouring under the miſ- 
fortune of periodical or caſual loſs of ſenſes, can recover them 
ſelves ſo much when their reaſon returns, as to ſee things in a clear 
a undiſtorted point of view. Moteover, how many are there, 
who rational in their appearance, ö converſa- 
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aden to cheir frſt orimes, they afterwarts'give in evidence againſt 
_ theſe, by Whom they have been-entruſted ; if in the exceſs of baſe - 
geld after che commiſſion of their tranſgrefſions,. they excrt their 
faculties to cruſh their unſuſpecting brethren, and. ſcreen. them» 
ſelves, how little is their evidence to be credited Examine, . there-. 
fore, with tenfold rigour ſuch witneſſes if they fall appear 
„ hand into / the. 
ul doubt, and inyeſtigate the commeneſt circ 
mi advance; and as chey have already proved themſelves deteſtable 
amongf. men, ſo look upon their evidence (when truth, cannot be 
ene depravity itſelf. 
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ſiome tribunals, are doubtleſs contradictory to equity, when taken. 
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according to their appointment, a priſoner in opinions, finde an 
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, nothing but the truth,” is thezeby radically | 
„ | Gilearded, , Belief, which is repugnant to their oath, is ſubſtituted: | | 


3 in che room of certainty, and the witneſſes, unknowingly, are led 


od in praof of this, it may not, be amiſs to take natice of what 


Ke a fair queſtion, to aſk, only a matter of opinion. . I do not mean. | 
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